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Round 9
Igor Efimov from Monaco wins with 8 out 
of 9! WGM Elvira Berend (LUX) becomes the 
champion of the second edition.

First move by Mr. Ion-Serban Dobronauteanu (ECU)

Visit to “Casa de la Vall”

Open Category

This last round began at 3:00 p.m. with the first move by Mr. Ion-Ser-

ban Dobronauteanu, treasurer of the European Chess Union (ECU), 

who made White’s first move in the game between Andrea Henderson 

(AND) and Marija Zevereva (MNC).

From here on, in the open category, the focus was on the games of  

Efimov and Berend, since the former, with only half-point advantage 

over the latter, was not guaranteed victory.

The GM of Monaco has come up with a solid scheme to combat the 

King’s Indian Defence raised by the young Faroese player, who is dan-

gerous in complications. In the middle game, however, he accepted 

the pawn sacrifice offered by black and from there, with quite precise 

play, he increased his advantage until he obtained the victory and, with 

it, the first place in the championship with an impressive 8 out of 9! 
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It is certain that Efimov has removed a thorn, since he had ob-

tained the runner-up position on three occasions, but this is the 

first occasion that he has won it. Congratulations!

With this result, Fred Berend had to win to secure second place 

and not have to depend on the tiebreaker, but his position seemed 

very delicate since Arita Strade (GCI) with black had a decisive ad-

vantage with a strong attack on the white king. However, he did 

not hit the best follow-up and gave options to the Luxembourgish 

international master to come out alive and continue playing. A 

draw was finally achieved and therefore second position when his 

rival settled for a tie by repetition.

The surprise of the day was achieved by the representative of 

Guernsey, Paul A. Carpenter who, playing with the black pieces, 

managed to beat the FIDE master Konstantinos Michaelides after 

taking advantage of two serious mistakes when his position was 

clearly inferior. The Cypriot player, who was fighting for third place, 

was kept off the podium at the last moment, remaining with 5½ 

points, in fourth place.

The big beneficiary of this result was the Andorran Serni Ribera 

who, with the victory in the last round, achieved 6½ points and 

finally occupied the last place on the podium. He played a very se-

rious game today with the black pieces against Renato Frick (LIE). 

ROUND 9 RESULTS 

WGM Elvira Berend (LUX)



In the opening there was a quick exchange of queens and black kept with the pair of bishops. Serni has 

progressed adequately on both flanks, overtaking his rival.

The other game of the round was the one between Colin Pace (MLT) and Nicola D’Amico (SMR) that ended 

with the victory of the former.
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Women’s Category

The WGM Elvira Berend of Luxembourg wins the game of the last round and, with 7½ 

points out of 9 possible, becomes the champion of this second edition of the Women’s In-

dividual Championship of the Small States of Europe. Elvira takes over from Monegasque 

WGM Tatiana Dornbusch who was the first champion of the edition held in 2022 in Monaco. 

In today’s game, playing with the white pieces, she beat Filipina Thornton, from Malta, in a game 

where she always maintained at least a slight advantage. In the complications of the middle game, 

she was much more accurate than her rival and took a victory that mathematically gave her first place. 

The fight for second place centered on the match between Andrea Henderson (AND) and Marija Zvere-

va (MNC). During many moves the position has remained equal, but in the advanced phase of the 

middle game, some inaccuracies by the player from Monaco have allowed Andrea to gain an advan-

tage and therefore fight for the victory. From here she was able to take advantage of the lack of co-

ordination of the black pieces and with quite precise movements she ended up taking the point 

and, with it, second place in the tournament, just the same place she occupied in Monaco 2022. 

The third place on the podium, therefore, went to the international master Mari-

ja Zvereva who, despite the defeat, at least was able to stay on the podium with 6½ points. 

Gerda Nevska from Guernsey with 6 points has occupied the fourth position of the classification 

thanks to her victory in the final round against the Cypriot representative, Christianna Markidou. 

Júlia Muratet with 5½ points took fifth place. In fact, her game against Mariane Biordi (SMR) was 

the story of the day, as her rival lost the game in the ninth move due to her mobile phone ring-

ing. The main arbiter had to intervene and award the point to Júlia Muratet from the Principality. 

The other Andorran player, Ariadna de la Riva, said goodbye to the tournament with a defeat against Rachel 

Ruddi (JCI) in a poor game where she had no options as she gave up the initiative too quickly to her rival. 

Ariadna has taken 8th place in the classification, the same as the sixth and seventh place players, but with 

a worse tiebreaker.
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Photo Gallery Round 9
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Closing Ceremony
With the presence of the Secretary of State 
for Sports, Mr. Alain Cabanes and ECU 
treasurer Mr. Ion-Serban Dobronauteanu.

Restaurant “Borda Estevet”

The closing dinner and award ceremony took place at Borda Estevet from 9:00 p.m. The event, in a typical 

Andorran “Borda”, was attended by the Secretary of State for Sports of Andorra, Mr. Alain Cabanes and  

the ECU Treasurer, Mr. Ion-Serban Dobronauteanu who accompanied the president of the Andorra Chess 

Federation, Mr. Francesc Rechi, and the director of the tournament, Mr. Joan A. Obregón.

After the dinner was over, the awards were given to the first three players of the blitz championship,  

which was dominated by WGM Luxembourg Elvira Berend.

This was followed by the recognition of all the players in the women’s category, and the prizes for the top 

three : 1st Elvira Berend (LUX), 2nd Andrea Henderson (AND) and 3rd Marija Zvereva (MNC). .The open cate-

gory prizes went to the top three: : 1st Igor Efimov (MNC), 2nd Fred Berend (LUX) and 3rd Serni Ribera (AND). 

With the words of thanks for their participation, the Andorran Chess Federation closed this edition and 

handed the flags of all participating countries to the representative of Cyprus, as Cyprus will host the team 

competition on 2025.



Restaurant “Borda Estevet”
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FINAL STANDINGS OPEN 

FINAL STANDINGS WOMEN 
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Photo Gallery Closing Ceremony at Borda Estevet
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Photo Gallery Closing Ceremony at Borda Estevet
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THE GAME OF THE ROUND
Efimov,Igor (2312) MNC

Apol,Luitjen Akselsson (2251) FAI
King’s Indian [E61] 

5th ESNA Individual Chess Championship 
Andorra la Vella (9.2), 29.06.2024

[De la Riva Aguado,Oscar]

1.f3 f6 2.d4 g6 3.c4 g7 4.c3 d6 5.g5 
[Avoid the King’s Indian mainlines.]

5...h6 6.h4 g5 7.g3 h5 [The theoretical 
plan. Black secures the exchange of the 
opponent’s bishop.]

8.e3 e6 [8...c5!? Pressing the centre and the 
diagonal a1–h8.]

9.e2 e7 10.c2 d7 11.d2! [White has 
prepared the long castling and now wants to 
open the h-file by forcing a capture on g3.]

11...xg3 12.hxg3 c5 

XABCDEFGHY 

8r+l+k+-tr( 

7zpp+nwqpvl-' 

6-+-zpp+-zp& 

5+-zp-+-zp-% 

4-+PzP-+-+$ 

3+-sN-zP-zP-# 

2PzPQsNLzPP+" 

1tR-+-mK-+R! 

xabcdefghy
13.0–0–0! cxd4 14.exd4 0–0 [14...xd4? 15.b5 
b6 16.e4+–]

15.f4! [With space advantage and pressure on 
black castling.]

15...a6 [The Faroese player seeks counterplay 
on the queenside.]

16.b1 gxf4 

16...b5!? was the logical consequence, but 
Efimov’s would have a clear advantage after: 
17.fxg5! xg5 18.f3 e7 (18...g6 19.xg6 fxg6 
20.cxb5; 18...xg3 19.e4! g6 20.h4 h7 
21.d3+–) 19.g4! to continue with g5]

17.gxf4 f5 [17...b5 18.g4!]

18.f1 [Strange! 18.f3+– to h4 is simple and 
very strong.]

18...b5 19.cxb5 axb5 20.xb5 

Accepting sacrifice is possible. White king’s 
position is more solid than it looks.

20...b7 21.e3 fc8 22.b3 h8 23.he1 f8 

XABCDEFGHY 

8r+-+-tr-mk( 

7+l+nwq-vl-' 

6-+-zpp+-zp& 

5+L+-+p+-% 

4-+-zP-zP-+$ 

3+QsN-sN-+-# 

2PzP-+-+P+" 

1+K+RtR-+-! 

xabcdefghy
24.ed5! 

Black has too many weaknesses.

24...xd5 25.xd5 f7 26.c7 ab8 27.xe6 

The game is over. An excellent way to finish 
the tournament and take first place!

27...f6 28.c1 e4 29.c2 [29.a4+–] 

29...xd4 30.xh6+ g8 31.e6 xb2 32.xe4 
fxe4 33.xb2 fc8 34.c4 xb2+ 35.xb2 
xc7 36.g6+ 1–0
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Carles Blasi va aconse-
guir la novena posició al Cam-
pionat d’Europa de tir amb arc 
bowhunter, que s’ha celebrat a 
Bad Kleinkirchheim (Àustria). 
L’andorrà va participar en quatre 
circuits de 28 dianes, i va fer 112 
dianes en els quatre dies que va 
durar la competició.

 Duna Viñals va fregar 

fer la millor marca de la tempo-
rada (1’00”89) en els 400 metres 
tanques del Campionat d’Espa-
nya a la Nucia. L’andorrana va 

-

 El Gran 

dels Petits Estats d’Europa, i el 
tercer lloc va ser per a l’andorrà 

va ser per a Elvira Berend (2330 

-
-

cional de la Mirabelle d’Or, 

endur un incontestable tri-
omf a l’Aravell Golf Andorra 
Open by Creand i va sumar, 

-

millor moment de joc en la 
seva incipient carrera profes-

ahir amb un total de 198 cops 
(-15) i emportar-se el xec de 
5.800 euros i 6.525 punts de 
l’Ordre de Mèrit que el dispa-
ren al segon lloc del rànquing, 

el seu compatriota Benjamin 
Kedochim, que encapçala, el 
rànquing amb 19.635. “És in-
creïble poder guanyar dos tor-
nejos consecutius. L’objectiu 

-
trany. No passa sovint a nivell 
professional i estic molt feliç”, 
va apuntar Boulet.

L’FC Andorra i 
-

paren definiti-
vament els seus 

de sis tempo-
rades des que 
el migcampista 

mallorquí va aterrar al país per 
erigir-se, el 2018, en el primer 
fitxatge de la nova etapa del 
club encapçalada per Gerard 

club tricolor en un comunicat, 

-

de l’entitat acaba el contracte 
i no seguirà formant part de 
la primera plantilla”. De fet, 
Bover va arribar amb l’FC An-
dorra a Primera Catalana, i 
deixa el club amb uns registres 
immillorables: tres ascensos 

amb el conjunt tricolor al fut-
bol professional. A nivell in-
dividual, ha disputat un total 
de 181 encontres repartits en 

Segona Divisió, Primera RFEF, 

ha fet 21 gols.

Una nova caiguda a la primera 
sessió d’entrenaments d’ahir 
deixa fora, per lesió, Xavi Car-
delús del Gran Premi d’Holanda, 
que avui es disputa al circuit 
d’Assen. El pilot andorrà ja va 
sortir força adolorit al primer en-
trenament del dia a causa dels 
cops rebuts divendres a la cai-
guda que va protagonitzar a l’úl-
tim terç del segon entrenament 

va poder fer una tanda inicial de 
vuit voltes en què va aconseguir 
retallar una dècima de segon del 

temps de divendres amb un re-

-
tava rodant en grup i millorant 

-
dre el control de la Kalex al re-
volt número set. La caiguda va 

Un cop portat al centre mèdic i, 
posteriorment a l’hospital d’As-
sen, li van fer diferents proves 

-
verses fractures al turmell dret 
que l’obligaran a passar demà 

acabat per a mi. He tornat a 
caure i m’he fet mal, i ja no pi-
lotava amb comoditat pel dolor 
dels cops de la caiguda de diven-
dres. Em fa molta ràbia, perquè 
abans de les caigudes, estava ro-

Press Clipping
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Després de guanyar 
fa dues setmanes 
l’Open Internacional 
de la Mirabelle d’Or, el 

va adjudicar dissabte 
l’Aravell Golf Andorra 
Open by Creand amb un 
total de 198 cops, quinze 
sota par, en una jornada 
marcada per la pluja.

ARAVELL GOLF ANDORRA OPEN

Laia Taulats ha guanyat 
aquest cap de setmana 
la segona prova de la 
Copa d’Espanya de 
boulder disputada a 
Móstoles en la categoria 
sub-18. Per la seva part, 
el també escalador de la 
FAM Nicolau Taulats es 
va adjudicar la prova en  
la categoria sub-14.
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