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Opening Ceremony & Round 1
The Consol Major of Andorra la Vella,  
Mr. Sergi González welcomed the 
tournament players saturday at 19:00h.

The chess tournament commenced with opening remarks.  President 

Rechi of the Andorran Chess Federation (FEVA), along with tourna-

ment director Mr. Obregón and chief arbiter Mrs. Muratet, welcomed 

participants and ensured a punctual start with final technical details. 

Prior to the tournament’s official launch, players were warmly  

welcomed by local authorities. 

On Saturday evening, Mayor Mr. González addressed players from 

the ten participating countries at the Council Hall. He encouraged 

them to explore Andorra la Vella and enjoy their week-long stay. 

 

To further enhance their experience, players were treated to a welcom-

ing reception in a relaxed atmosphere. They enjoyed a toast and re-

ceived welcome gifts, including a tourist pack, a booklet with the game 

schedule and activities, and a historical record of past tournaments. 

Opening Ceremony. Sala de Consell de Comú

Chief Arbiter, Alexandra Muratet
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ROUND 1 RESULTS 

Open Category

The first game that finished in this round was between the play-

ers of Faroe Islands and Cyprus. The young Faroese player, Luitjen 

Akselsson Apol, played a very good game, clearly overcoming the 

FIDE Master Konstantinos Michaelides. 

The Cypriot representative did not find the best plan of play by 

occupying the e4 square with his knight too early in the opening. 

White was able to take advantage of this detail to end up getting 

the bishop pair and central control. He then put a lot of pressure 

on his opponent’s castling to provoke weaknesses that he took ad-

vantage of with energetic play, taking the victory in just 23 moves.

In the open category, the Andorran representative was the next to 

get a point against the Jersey champion, the player Arita Strade. 

Serni came out of the opening with a clear advantage and soon 

after won a pawn from his opponent. This proved decisive as it al-

lowed him to obtain a central majority that he advanced without 

his opponent being able to neutralize it.

The other players who won were Renato Frick (LIE) against Nicola 

D’Amico (SMR), and Colin Pace (MLT), also with the black pieces, 

against Paul A. Carpenter (JCI).

Tournament Director, Joan A. Obregón (OI)
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Women’s Category

In the women’s category, the Jersey representative, Gerda Nevska, defeated Mariane Biordi of San Marino 

with the white pieces. The opening was somewhat strange, with a pawn sacrifice on the fifth move, but 

Black did not find the best way to continue, allowing Nevska to take a dangerous initiative. Even so, the 

game remained complicated until Black made a serious tactical error allowing White to weave a mating net 

to obtain the victory.

The next who finished was the Principality player Andrea Henderson, defeating the WCM Rachel Ruddy of 

Guernsey with the black pieces. Andrea came out with a pawn advantage after the opening and gave her 

opponent no options. She simplified to eventually impose herself in the endgame.

The Andorran match between Júlia Muratet and Ariadna de la Riva was favourable for the latter. Júlia did not 

find the best attacking plan against her opponent’s castling and Ariadna took advantage of this to capture 

a pawn. Just then a serious mistake by White allowed Ariadna to win quality, a material advantage that was 

decisive in taking the victory.

The favourite of the women’s tournament, Grandmaster Elvira Berend, took nearly five hours to overcome 

the resistance of the Monegasque representative, International Master Marija Zvereva. Finally, her attack on 

her opponent’s unprotected king proved decisive and she started the tournament on the right foot.

The last game to finish of the day was between Filipina Thornton of Malta versus Christianna Markidou. The 

Maltese player, with the white pieces, reached a slightly advantageous endgame thanks to her superior 

pawn structure combined with her active king. The presence of bishops of different colours made it difficult 

to impose the advantage, and finally, after a few turns and five hours of play, the game ended in a draw.

Finally, the game between International Master Fred Berend (LUX) and Grandmaster Igor Efimov (MNC) 

ended in a draw when they reached a position where the players repeated moves as they had no plans to 

fight for victory.

Tournament Hall, Centre de Congressos d’Andorra la Vella
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Photo Gallery Round 1



T H E  G A M E  O F  T H E  R O U N D 6

THE GAME OF THE ROUND
Apol, Luitjen Akselsson (2251)  

Michaelides, Konstantinos (2317) 
[E14]

5th European Small Nations Individual, 
Andorra la Vella (1.4), 23.06.2024

[De la Riva Aguado, Oscar]

1.d4 f6 2.f3 e6 3.e3 b6 4.d3 b7 5.0–0 
e7 6.c4 d5 7.c3 e4? 

XABCDEFGHY 

8rsn-wqk+-tr( 

7zplzp-vlpzpp' 

6-zp-+p+-+& 

5+-+p+-+-% 

4-+PzPn+-+$ 

3+-sNLzPN+-# 

2PzP-+-zPPzP" 

1tR-vLQ+RmK-! 

xabcdefghy 

Jumping to e4 is hasty. It was better 7...dxc4 
8.xc4 a6 to continue with b5 and probably 
c5.

8.cxd5 exd5 9.a4+! 

Now Black cannot play c6 because of the 
placement of his knight on e4.] 9...c6 [9...d7 
10.e5

10.c2 xc3 [10...f6 11.e4!] 11.bxc3 [With a 
lot of opening advantage as white disposes 
of the e4 or c4–break.] 11...h6 [11...d7 12.e1 
f6 13.e5 d7 14.c4+–] 12.e5 0–0 [12...b7? 
13.xf7! xf7 14.g6+ g8 15.f5+–] 

13.xc6 xc6 14.e4 

And white went from a clear lead to a 
decisive advantage. Black will not be 
able to stop the white pawns advance. 

14...b8 

XABCDEFGHY 

8-tr-wq-trk+( 

7zp-zp-vlpzp-' 

6-zpn+-+-zp& 

5+-+p+-+-% 

4-+-zPP+-+$ 

3+-zPL+-+-# 

2P+Q+-zPPzP" 

1tR-vL-+RmK-! 

xabcdefghy
[14...dxe4 15.xe4 d6 16.a4+–] 15.e2! f6 
[15...a5 16.exd5+–] 16.e5 g5 17.f4 e7 18.g4! 
[provoking weaknesses in the opponent’s 
castle.] 18...h8 19.f5 g6 20.h3 h5 21.f5 
c8 22.e3! g8 23.h6

XABCDEFGHY 

8-trq+-trk+( 

7zp-zp-vlp+-' 

6-zpn+-+pwQ& 

5+-+pzPP+p% 

4-+-zP-+-+$ 

3+-zPL+-+-# 

2P+-+-+PzP" 

1tR-vL-+RmK-! 

xabcdefghy 

And Black gave up as he was unable to defend 
all the threats. Very good game by the faroese 
player. 1–0
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